
 

 
 

Dear Friends, my brothers and sisters in Christ, 

It is with great joy and celebration that I announce to you our Cardinal Archbishop’s announcement that we can 
begin Phase 2 of our reopening process and begin Phase 3 by weeks end if all compliance and safety protocols 
are in place. This is a joyous moment for us, and I am excited to be able to join with you once again to celebrate 
the Eucharist, the central focus of our faith. We have been fasting from The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass for more 
than three months, and it is wonderful that we can now gather with our Lord to receive his most precious Body 
and Blood.   

Please see the attached announcements regarding our reopening. For the safety, health, and wellbeing of all, the 
reopening does come with restrictions and capacity is limited. These are for the protection of the faithful and all 
concerned. The dispensation for attending mass is still in force and it is recommended that those at risk and the 
elderly still refrain from attending liturgy if possible.   

It is extremely important that anyone that has had Covid 19, has been in contact or has been caring for someone 
with the virus DOES NOT COME TO CHURCH until the proper quarantine and time post diagnosis has expired. 
In addition, if you are exerting any symptoms such as cough, sneezing, fever, diarrhea, shortness of breath, etc., 
DO NOT COME TO CHUCRH.  

For safety and compliance reasons only, the front doors of the church and the handicap lift will be open for access 
to the church. PLEASE DO NOT USE THE HANDICAP LIFT UNLESS YOU REQUIRE IT, IT IS NOT MEANT 
FOR EASY ACCESS BUT FOR THOSE WHO NEED ASSISTANCE.   

Masks most be worn always while in church and social distancing (Six feet apart) must be adhered to. This 
means that you must sit six feet apart from each other if you are not of the same household (meaning that you 
must live in the same house and be family; if you are family and live in two different houses you must sit apart) 
and keep two pews between you. The church has already been configured to comply with this directive. Everyone 
must sanitize your hand upon entry to the church. Approved hand sanitizer is available at the front entrance of the 
church and the lift entrance.  

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT EVEN THOUGH WE HAVE NOT SEEN EACH OTHER FOR A SIGNIFICANT 
AMOUNT OF TIME, THE CHURCH IS NOT A SOCIAL GATHERING HALL, IT IS A SACRED WORSHIP SPACE. 
PLEASE REFRAIN FROM SOCIAL OR IDLE CONVERSATION FOR THE SAFETY OF OTHERS. MAY OUR 
TIME TOGETHER BE TRULY A TIME OF PRAYER AND WORSHIP IN THIS SACRED PLACE.  

We are in the process of preparing our Church for reopening, please be attentive to all the guidelines and 
protocols as well as any instructions you are given as you enter the church. We thank you for your patience and 
cooperation as we begin the process of reopening, PLEASE READ ALL DOCUMENTS IN THEIR ENTIRETY.  

May God continue to shed His blessings and protection upon you and your families.  

Fr. Ernie  

From t h e  Desk  o f  Fr .  Ern i e  

 



Cardinal Tobin announces the commencement of Phase Two of the Directives for the 

Re-Opening Churches on Monday, June 15, 2020  

Phase Two continues the dispensation from the Sunday obligation and Easter Duty, and maintains all provisions 
of Phase One and permits weekday Masses, Funerals, Baptisms and Weddings (following directives of Phase 
Three for the celebration of Mass).  
 
All the directives issued remain in force with the following additions or changes only: 
 

1. The Addendum issued on May 27, 2020 indicates that the maximum number of participants for public 
Mass, Funerals, Baptisms and Weddings is ten (10), inclusive of all ministers and participants.  The 
number of participants is now set at 25% of the church’s capacity or 50 participants in total, whichever 
number is lower. All the directives on social distancing, wearing of masks and sanitizing remain in force.  

 
2. Phase Two should be used to test and fine tune the procedures for implementation, it is important that you 

understand the directive as it relates to limiting the capacity of attendance. For our church, the maximum 
capacity at this time is 50 people total at each mass in the church proper.  

 
3. Since there will be parishes that are not ready or able to open Phase Two, as no one is required to open if 

they are not able to.  
 
Because of the obligation of social distancing, weekday Masses should take place in the church, not small 
chapels.  
  
  
  

 
  
 
 

Cardinal Tobin announces the commencement of Phase Three of the Directives for 

Re-Opening Churches on Sunday, June 21, 2020  

  
This is the Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time and includes the Vigil Mass on Saturday, June 20, 2020.    
  
Phase Three continues the dispensation from the Sunday obligation and Easter Duty, all celebrations permitted in 
Phase Two and extends the celebration of public Mass to Sundays with all directives in force.  
  
All the directives issued remain in force with the following additions or changes only:  
  

1. The Directives for Re-Opening Churches indicates that “No more than 50% of the total seating capacity of 
the church can be permitted for a liturgy.”  The number of participants will be determined within the next 
week, depending upon compliance and numbers, and you will be notified as soon as that number is 
set.  All the directives on social distancing, wearing of masks and sanitizing remain in force.  

 
2. Outdoor Masses (not parking lot Masses) will be permitted.  All the directives on social distancing, wearing 

of masks and sanitizing remain in force.  Permission for outdoor Masses must be secured from your 
Episcopal Vicar.  

  
Please note that these commencement dates for Phase Two and Three contingent upon any further 
developments in the potential spread of the coronavirus.  IF there is a spike, these dates may need to be 
adjusted.  
  



  

Instructions and information for attending Mass on Sundays as we re-open our Parish,  

please note that dates may change according to circumstances and Archdiocesan directive  

 

1. Weekday masses commence Monday June 15th with maximum capacity of 25% or 50 people in total.  
 

2. Sunday Masses will commence Sunday June 21st this includes the Vigil Mass on Saturday June 20th.  
 

3. Masks must always be worn during mass and while in the church.  
 

4. You must sanitize your hands upon entering the church.  
 

5. Social distancing of 6 feet must be maintained  
 

6. Restrooms will be for emergency use only and will be granted by the staff.  
 

7. Families of the same household may sit in the same pew together. If family members that live in a different 
house come, they must sit in a separate pew.   
 

8. The Priest, ministers, and usher will not greet anyone entering the church but will verbalize a welcome and 
instruct individuals as to seating and social distancing restrictions.  
 

9. While music will be part of our liturgy no missalettes or music books will be in the pews. You may bring 
your own worship aid if you like to follow the reading, etc.  
 

10. For communion there will be one line maintaining social distancing of 6 feet separation, masks must be 
worn, communion will only be given in the hand, once communion is given, step to the side while in place 
lower or raise your mask place the host in your mouth replace your mask and proceed back to your seat. 
Ushers will be in place to ensure compliance.  

   

In addition we are in the process of developing a way for parishioners to attend mass by some means of 
registration due to the capacity limits, know that due to these limits and restrictions all may not be able to attend 
Mass, we are working on the options available to enable all our parishioners to attend mass at some point, such 
as adding masses, having a mass for those at risk, i.e., the elderly and the compromised.  

As all these are worked out, we will keep you informed. Thank you again for your patience, understanding and 
cooperation as these are still strange and uncertain times.   

 


